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HADDONFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION/SUSTAINABLE HADDONFIELD 
MONTHLY MEETING 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
7:30 p.m. Borough Hall 
 
MINUTES 
 
ATTENDEES 
 
EC/SH –Bert Cossaboon, John Stokes, Diane Schrauth, Julie Beddingfield, Doug Campbell, Kerenza 
Reid, Lara Barrett, Saba Aftab, Mishael Azam, Mike Tyler, Dan Brewer, Anna Hermes 
 
Shade Tree Commission – Ralph Ciallella 
 
Guest - Cory Donovan, FurAlert 
 
REGULAR AND ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
 

Roll Call, Introductions and Guests 
 

Review and approval of January meeting minutes  
The minutes were approved without revisions. 

 
 “FurAlert”- Guest, Cory Donovan 
Mr. Donovan developed a free smart phone app, FurAlert, which tracks lost pets. Mr. Donovan’s 
goal is to grow the app’s user community in the area. The app went online in December and has 
1500 users so far. The app might be able to tie in to a companion animal plan for Sustainable 
Haddonfield points. 
 
Bert Cossaboon asked whether the local municipal counties have supported promoting the app. 
Donovan said that he has just started conversations with the municipalities. Doug suggested 
that Deanna Bennett could give out information about the app when residents submit their pet 
licenses. Schrauth said that in order to get Sustainable NJ points, a few people would need to 
pull information together. In addition to information about the app, there was a write-up from a 
high school project a few years ago that could also contribute to the companion animal plan. 
 
Earth Day activities and plans 
Earth Day is coming up quickly! Cossaboon, Julie Beddingfield, Lara Barrett, and Ralph Ciallella 
will lead coordination for the event. Cossaboon handed out a brainstorm list of activities that 
could occur at the Earth Day event. Additional ideas included another “parklet,” a walking tour 
of sculptures downtown, and/or a nature walk or bike ride to Crows Woods. It’s possible the 
British Chip Shop might be interested in sponsoring a “pop-up” park.  
 
EC/SH agreed to have the Earth Day event at Kings Court on April 23rd.  

 
ACTIONS:  
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• Ciallella will confirm that Kings Court is available on April 23rd.  
• Mishael Azam will check with the Chip Shop for their interest in helping with a park-like 

set up at the Earth Day fair.  
• The Earth Day subcommittee and any others interested in helping plan the event will 

meet at Saxby’s on February 26th at 8AM. 
 

Land Use Committee Update. 
 

Land Use Recommendation Projects - EC/SH has taken on three out of 18 Land Use 
Recommendations: landscaping, solar, and stormwater.  

 
The Stormwater team, led by Diane Schrauth, had a brainstorming meeting on February 
11. The next meeting will be with Steve Walko and Todd Day to learn more about the 
town’s current stormwater practices. Stokes emphasized that the group does not need 
to write ordinances, but put forth recommendations to the Planning Board. 

 
Doug Campbell is leading the solar team, and he discovered particular issues with leased 
solar panels - a house next door to a solar house added a second level, which then 
blocked the light for the solar panels. Since the panels are leased, this poses issues for 
the lease agreements. Stokes indicated that there is a team to address building height 
issues and the teams should coordinate. 

 
Lara Barrett contacted the Landscaping group to schedule a meeting soon. She did some 
initial research on landscaping practices and reached out to the Rutgers Master 
Gardener for more information. The New Jersey Native Plant Society has a lot of 
information, and Sussex County has some basic ordinances to build from.  

 
Bancroft Redevelopment Update - The Planning Board has been working on the 
Bancroft Redevelopment Plan.  The Agreement for the Bancroft property sketches out 
concept of 70 age-targeted townhouse units and 10 affordable units (flats). The 
redevelopment plan will be finished by the end of the month. Stokes strongly suggested 
that the Environmental Commission compose a letter to the commissioners stating that 
the Commission would hope that the redevelopment would improve stormwater 
management practices and increase open space on the land. 

 
ACTIONS: 

• Schrauth will connect the landscaping team with the Garden Club. 
• Anna Hermes will liaison between the stormwater and landscaping teams. 
• Cossaboon will draft a letter to the commissioners regarding the Bancroft 

redevelopment plan. He will send the letter out to the group for review and then submit 
it to the commissioners for the record. 

 
Sustainable Jersey Recertification. Schrauth reviewed the Sustainable New Jersey actions list 
recently, and the group is on target to attain “silver” certification. Beddingfield will help upload 
the documents to Sustainable NJ online by June 5.  
 
ACTIONS: 
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• Schrauth will send follow-up emails to the various board members to address individual 
Sustainable NJ actions. 

• Mishael Azam and Campbell will coordinate to hold the compost and rain barrel 
workshops during the Earth Day event. 

 
Newsletter and Social Media. The newsletter was sent out to the list-serve, which includes 283 
addresses! There was a 40% open rate (opened email) and a 36% click-through rate (actually 
skimmed through it). The most popular topic was the piece on leaf blowing! There have also 
been updates on social media. Nora O’Neill from HMHS pulled together a piece on plastic bags 
with questions for the community. Mike Tyler can help with website updates. 
 
Complete Streets Update. The Complete Streets Committee was formed and met once. There 
have been dates for walk-throughs to survey different parts of the town for improvement. 
Schrauth participated in the PATCO parking lot walk-through. There will be an official meeting 
soon. The goal is for the Committee to produce a policy that spells out when the borough will 
consider pedestrian and bike amenities as part of street improvements. 
 
HMHS Student Projects. Cossaboon identified two topics for students: 1) assisting with the 
natural resource inventory, and 2) surveying bike/walkability in the town. 
 
Adopt A Raingarden. Azam developed materials for an “adopt-a-raingarden” program, and the 
Commissioners are in favor of implementing the program. The Garden Club can do outreach to 
find groups interested in sponsoring a raingarden. 
 
Green Business Program. Saba sent out a letter to businesses with updated criteria for 
becoming a “Green Business.” The program is already meeting the basic requirements for the 
Sustainable NJ action, but more points are awarded if businesses also register with the state. A 
woman from NJ-DEP is going to walk around the town to talk to businesses about registering 
with the State. There are 13 green businesses so far.  
 
Anti-Idling. The anti-idling signs are up! 

 
OTHER 
 

Upcoming meetings/events –  
• The New Jersey Bike and Walk Coalition Annual Conference is February 27. Cossaboon 

will attend, but others are welcome.  
• Schrauth plans to attend a program sponsored by the Rutgers Water Program regarding 

using green infrastructure for flood prevention. 
• Beddingfield mentioned that the Tricounty Sustainability Alliance is the regional hub for 

Sustainable New Jersey. She can no longer attend their meetings, so if someone would 
like to start going she can provide the details.  

 
Anti-smoking ordinance – The Commissioners also like the idea of making smoke-free park 
zones. They want an ordinance for smoke-free parks and recreation facilities. This can count 
toward some Sustainable NJ points. 
 
Next meeting: March 15, 2016 
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ADJOURN 
This meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
 


